ISTITUZIONI E SOCIETA

Collana diretta da

Antonio Carile e Giuseppe Sergi

27



MARCO CRISTINI

BADUILA:
POLITICS AND WARFARE AT THE END
OF OSTROGOTHIC ITALY

FONDAZIONE
CENTRO ITALIANO DI STUDI
SULL'ALTO MEDIOEVO
SPOLETO

2022



ISBN ¢78-88-6809-365-5

prima edizione: giugno 2022

© Copyright 2022 by « Fondazione Centro italiano di studi sull’alto medioevo »,
Spoleto.



CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .iuveisiverussasicusisansisnnsunnnsnsonnnnnn
A INOTE ON TRANSLATIONS AND INAMES....ccvuvenenennnnns

INTRODITCETION 1 oevvunnmmiosimmansian smmmmms samaisssoni s smnas

1. Bapuira IN SIXTH-CENTURY SOURCES ......cecuvee...
1.1. The Historian and his Victim: Procopius’ Portrait
1 RO N [ OR ol LR SR A 0 P

1.2. Baduila in_Jordanes TWorRs. c.cvsevosiussvosssvasnes
1.3. Baduila in the Liber Pontificalis and Other
Sixth-Century Latin Chroniclers.....................

1.4. Baduila vs. Totila: A Tale of Tivo Names ............

2. THE GOTHS IN THE AFTERMATH OF RAVENNA'S FALL ..
2.1. 540: The End of Gothic History? .......cccocvveen..
2.8, JIDAR s s s e s s Pt
D G HEAIE s s meunsebssnibicsnmitiobo mamers sl sl

3. BADUILA'S MILITARY CAMPAIGNS .oeievvuiinereeeernnnaene.
3.1. Waitingfor Justinian: Pockets of Gothic Resistance
between 540 and 541......c.ccceeviiiiiiiiiiniiiininn.
4.3, The Imperial Offetsive of 592 cuivssammmmmme
3.3 Lhe Battle of FabARd ..o voornisssssisistiomsnisig
34 The Gothic Offensive of 342 ....c.uvrors s yusmnase
3.5. The Campaign of 543 and the Fall of Naples ...
3.6. Belisarius’ Return to the West and the War in

3.7, The First Siooe of Bopl....onveunnessamme
3.8. Belisarius at Bay: Military Operations between
Eatly 347 and Late 548, .cuvsmpssnsonwssarcions

»

IX
XI

23
26

31
31
33
37

41

4T
49
52
56
60

66
69

74



VI

3.9.

3.10:
3411,

3.12.

3.13.

4. Babu

4.1.
4.2.
4.3.
4.4.
4.5.
4.6.
4.7.
4.8.
4.9.

CONTENTS

550: The Capture of Rome and the Invasion of
SO v 1r s casssavnasssssnsscons vusssas it s vonsnsanasnian
Baduila’s Naval War and Narses’ March towards
Ttaly (551-852)...ccinvvmivsseivesiiiwiioninsinssiiinns
Baduila’s Finest Hour: The Battle of Busta

Gallorum (fuly 352) . covsiiiivivsssiatsisivisiaamiing
Mission Accomplished? The Long Aftermath of
Busty Calloting. ... ociuss cvosvmi cuissmivassmninisssi
Baduila’s  Strategy and Military Expertise:

A. Regppratsnl v..cossiviiviomusssiinss s ans sy

ILA'S FORBIGN POLICY cooutswivasves vt Spbasusiins
Gothic Foreign Policy before Baduila...............
Diplomatic Silence: The First Years of Baduila ...,
The Meeting with Pelagius...........................
Baduila’s First Embassy to Justinian ...............
Baduila and the Franks. ...c..cc..ouissasiisnvesss
Baduila’s Second Embassy to Justinian ............
Bidutloy amd the Slavscs s i st oo
Baduila’s Third Embassy to Justinian ..............
Baduila the Diplomat: A Decade of One-Way
Bbassies i wsnsinssesssiamirasinovis vetssinssaibgviins

5. BADUILA’S RELATIONSHIP WITH MONKS AND BISHOPS

5.1,
52

5-3.
S-4.

55

Baduila’s Meeting with Benedict ....................
A Repentant Sinner: Baduila’s Relationship with
the Tidlian Bishops. .....ssvseisiviriomidisinabeiviin
Baduila’s Faith: The Irrelevance of Being Arian. ..
Vigilius, Baduila, and Justinian: Controlling Rome
i the Barly 5405,. .c.o.ommmersins vuisvivas enivs s
The Alleged Profanation of the Roman Catacombs
by: Badutla:s SOIBUEIS ; .«cosvisvrvimivins sosssionsuoiss

6. Social REFORMS IN SiXTH-CENTURY ITALY?
A REAPPRAISAL ..vuiuninnieiinieneeneensenseneeenneenssnsersenns

6.1.

A Tiwentieth-Century Revolutionary in Sixth-
Elenbury: Halfto:.civiins oocnsiuss sssgas geins s onnsighnni

»

81

85

QI

97
100
105
10§
108
110
112
115
118
120
122

125

127
127

131
135

139

142

145

145



CONTENTS

6.2. Mission Impossible: Collecting Taxes from the
Italian Landowners in the 540s.....................
6.3, Berts or Robbery?r.. ..oconsvessims vovinsvs samnmmin s
6.4. Baduila’s “Land Reform”:'1'he Enduring Fortune
of & MisundeStatding. . cucsemvivssmsorssnsivainess
6.5. Baduila’s Enrolment of Slaves .......................

7. BADUILA’S COINAGE.....ccoiiiiicceceeeeeeee e

7.1. Coinage in Ostrogothic Italy: Imperial Models
and the Process of ‘Gothicization”...................
7.2. Baduila’s Gold Coinage: Delegitimizing Justinian
through Anastasivs..............c..cooiviiiiiiniinn.
7.3. Baduila’s Silver Coinage: A Most Invincible Ruler.
7.4. Baduila’s Copper Coinage: The Portrait of a Gothic
EMPOTOY sttty s oo ausssumin is i sivsin s s s duai a5

8. FroM WARLORD TO NEW THEODERIC: THE EVOLUTION
OF BADUILA™S KINGSHIP ..ot

8.1. Baduila’s Rise to Power ................c.ccooveunen.
8.2. The Dawn of a Warlord ..............................
8.3. Joys and Sorrows of Warlordism .....................
8.4. Imitatio Theoderici: Baduila’s Political Com-

munication from 543 to 550 ...,
8.5. Imitatio imperii: Baduila’s Kingship from 550

10, IDB, i vainitiunesimivn i e it nsuns s yemes mamnsnsaos

9. LOYALTY AND IDENTITY IN BADUILAS [TALY ...........

I0.

9.1. Desertion and Deserters during Baduila’s Reign .
9.2. Fluid Loyalties .............cccoouiviiiinnniiiiinennnn,
9.3. Identity in Ostrogothic Italy..........................
0.4. Italian Goths or Gothic Italians in the 54057 ...

“Or CRIMINAL MEMORY"": BADUILA IN THE AFTER-
MATH OF JUSTINIAN'S VICTORY .....ccuvveriurnenniennnne
10.1. Baduila in the Pragmatica Sanctio ...............
10.2. Baduila and Narses’ Inscription on the Bridge
over the River Aniene ...................o.o,
10.3. Tyrant or King? Baduila in the Second Half of
the Sixth Century ........ocooccvvviiiiiiniiiininnen.

VIL

147
151

153
161

165
165

169
171

174

177
177
181
184

186
191

195
195
201
206

212



VIII CONTENTS

BEILOCTE « cae s smmscennssiomnsstmicinis s s sosis s it ahin s pag.  23I
CHRONOLOGY 1eeviciiiiiee e se et e ettt e e e » 235
Maprs

DIBLIOGRAPERY - cvvaiivivavssns snniniissis s iiesissssesas stoissning ciies » 241

LNDER i it coissintavnisetisn suveiess sl s o oo bince ey » 275



